


Analyzing Relationships Between Disability, Rehabilitation, and Work Graduate Student Research Program
Frequently Asked Questions

1) Are Universities eligible to apply?
a. Yes, eligible include Research organizations; Universities; Institutions Serving Students of Color (ISSCs); University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs), Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LEND) programs, Eunice Kennedy Shriver Intellectual and Developmental Disability Research Centers (IDDRCs), and similar programs; and Associations of research organizations and universities. Any applicant that currently receives other Federal funds must ensure that any awarded funds supplement rather than supplant existing funding. Only organizations in the United States are eligible to apply. 

2) Can the funds be used to train a student to conduct related research?
a. The ARDRAW program provides funding for students in Masters and Ph.D. level programs to perform independent research related to the Social Security Administration’s disability program.  ARDRAW funding cannot be used for training purposes.

3) Are the graduate student applicants required must identify their mentor in advance of applying for an award?
a. Yes, students applying for a stipend should identify a faculty mentor that can vouch for the student’s ability to complete the work and provide the student guidance during the research project.

4) Is an organization ineligible if they receive funding from SSA to support other projects?
a. No, the program management organization is eligible to apply even if they are funded through SSA for other projects. However, graduate students cannot receive an ARDRAW stipend if they are receiving any other SSA research funding. 
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